Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 214624 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-13 ISO-OO SS-15 SSO-OO INR-07 
INRE-00 SP-02 PRS-01 NSC-05 NSCE-00 PM-05 /071 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/S:IDAVIDOW:DH 
APPROVED BY SECRETARY 
AF/S :DPETTERSON 
AF:DMONDSON 
UNA:AHOLLOWAY 
S-0:FLEISCHER 

013942 081540Z/56 

O 081451Z SEP 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 214624 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: RH, US, UK, PDEV 

SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL 
ON RHODESIA SETTLEMENT PROPOSALS 

1 . PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES FROM THE SECRETARY 
AND AMBASSADOR YOUNG TO COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY RAMPHAL. 
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2. QUOTE: DEAR MR. SECRETARY GENERAL: I SINCERELY 
WELCOMED RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE TO THE COMMONWEALTH 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT. Y OUR SUPPORT FOR THE RHODESIAN 
SETTLEMENT PROPOSALS IS MOST GRATIFYING. I AGREE WITH 

YOU THAT THE COMMONWEALTH NATIONS CAN PLAY AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN HELPING ZIMBABWE SECURE AN ECONOMICALLY PROSPEROUS 
FUTURE AS AN INDEPENDENT STATE. THE RESPONSES WE HAVE 
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RECEIVED SO FAR FROM THE PRINCIPAL PARTIES TO THE 
DISPUTE PROVIDE SOME CAUSE FOR HOPE THAT OUR INITIATIVE 
WILL PROVE SUCCESSFUL. THERE ARE MANY OBSTACLES AHEAD. 

HOWEVER, IN MOVING TOWARD OUR SHARED GOAL OF A FREE AND 
INDEPENDENT ZIMBABWE WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE KNOWLEDGE THAT 
WE CAN COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT. SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. 

UNQUOTE. 

3. QUOTE: DEAR SONNY: I HAVE READ WITH GREAT PLEASURE 

YOUR TELEGRAM TO THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT. 

IT CAME AT JUST THE RIGHT MOMENT. ALL THE PEOPLE OF 
ZIMBABWE WILL NEED THE USEFUL COUNSEL WHICH YOU AND THE 
COMMONWEALTH NATIONS CAN PROVIDE IN THE COMING WEEKS AS 
THEY DETERMINE THEIR PATH TOWARD THEIR LEGITIMATE GOAL 
OF MAJORITY RULE. AS NEGOTIATIONS ADVANCE ON BEHALF OF 
PEACE AND JUSTICE IN ZIMBABWE, THE COMMONWEALTH WILL BE 
IN AN EXCELLENT POSITION TO PROVIDE FURTHER ESSENTIAL 
ASSISTANCE. I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH YOU 
ON THIS CRITICAL ISSUE. ANDY YOUNG. UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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